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A. Personal Statement 
The goal of the proposed research is to test a novel paradigm using associative learning as a possible marker 
of autism in one-month old infants.  My research interests focus on early development of autism and other 
neurodevelopmental disorders and factors that predict outcome.  My training included work on multiple projects 
following young children to investigate early diagnosis of autism.  I have specifically focused on predictors of 
language development and continue to examine both behavioral and biologic factors that contribute to 
language and functional outcomes in autism.   In the intramural NIMH autism research program I serve as 
Principal Investigator of the branch’s screening protocol and oversee the diagnostic assessments and 
behavioral evaluations in all of the branch’s protocols.  I also serve as co-Principal Investigator of the 
longitudinal phenotyping study: “Clinical and Immunological Investigations of Subtypes of Autism,” in which we 
are following 100 children with autism, as well as children in several control groups to investigate potential 
subtypes of autism.  I am currently also working on a study of infants with language delays, looking for risk 
factors of autism.   Thus, the proposed collaboration that includes my role in supervising diagnostic evaluations 
and recruitment on this multisite study is consistent with the project needs and my expertise. 
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Positions and Employment 
2000-2001  Clinical Psychology Intern, Children’s Hospital/Harvard Medical School 
2001-2002  Post-doctoral Fellow, Johns Hopkins University/Kennedy Krieger Institute 
2002-2005  Program Officer, National Institute of Mental Health 
2005-present Staff Scientist, Pediatrics and Developmental Neuroscience Branch,  

National Institute of Mental Health 

Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
2002-   Member, International Society for Autism Research 
2008-   Advisor, DSM-V Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Workgroup 
2009-   Autism Speaks Review Panels (ad hoc)  
2010-   Member, Phelan-McDermid Syndrome Foundation Scientific Advisory Committee 
2011   Consultant, FDA Anesthetic and Life Support Drugs Advisory Committee  
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2001    National Research Service Award Fellowship appointment 
2005   NIH Director’s Group Award 
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